
HOUS and thousands
of dollars have been spent
in the endeavor to locate
burled treasure usually
the loot of the famous pir-

ates of a bygone day The hope that
sprIngs eternal is never more respon
sive than to the lure of buried gold
It is the everlasting human desire to
get something for nothing that
makes men willing to risk danger
and privation In the Effort to locate
what some other man has hidden

Most of the stories of hidden treas-
ure are mere myths traditions with
out other foundation than suitabil-
ity Scattered along the tit from
Maine to Florida are innumerable
retired coves inaccessible passages
tiny uninhabited Islands that would
have been such suitable places for
Blackbeard or Captain Kldd or some
other of the great buccaneers to have
buried their loot that it is not to be
wondered at that the tradition that
they did so seems to be spontaneous-
ly generated from the empty air

There is one story however that
seems to be pretty well authenti-
cated told recently In a Florida pa-

per of 5000000 In gold buried near
St Marks on the Gulf of Mexico
Hon H Clay Crawford Floridas
secretary of state who has all his
life been connected with the office
he now holds and is said to be a
veritable mine of interesting Infor-
mation on the history of his State
is noted as authority for the story
And the 5000000 in gold is sup-

posed to be the 5000000 which Un-

cle Sam paid Spain for Florida some
eightyfive years ago

Sinkinq in the Quicksand
The worst of it is that whoever

gets It must get It quick For it
is said that a quicksand Is form
ing about where it Is supposed to
have lain all these many many
years and If the quicksand once
gets the treasure in its clutches-
no human power can wrest It
away

Back In 1S21 when the Hag of
Castile and Leon gave plaeo in
Florida to the Stars and Stripes
the waters around the great penin
sula both on the Gulf of Mexico
and on the Atlantic were fairly

with pirates So when the
Spanish gunboat carrying the five
millions that was paid Spain for
Florida was disabled near St
Marks her captain was naturally
afraid that she would fall easy
prey to pirates So he is sup-

posed to have burled the treasure
somewhere near St Marks

History relates that the money
was paid in gold from the mint at
New Orleans and loaded on a
Spanish gunboat anchored off that
city The captain knowing that
the waters of the gulf fairly
swarmed with pirates did not dare
to strike boldly out toward the
southern end of Florida but chose
the longer route hugging the toast
all the way so as to keep as fur
us possible within reach of help
In case of attack One of
fierce storms to which those waters
are peculiarly subject sprang up

the gunboat was disabled
when in the neighborhood of St
Marks

Buried the Gold In a
The captain realized that he was

practically at the mercy of pirates
He did not doubt that they had
means of knowing of the treasure
he carried So he landed with sev
eral of his crew and buried th
gold and then returned to his

This drifted helplessly for
days Finally it was picked up by
a vessel bound for Peru and as it
seemed impossible to tow the gun-

boat so far officers and crew were
taken off But their troubles were
not yet over for the ship that
rescued them proved to be a plague
ship and the officers and many oC

the crew died The few who

died When however he realised
that his time had indeed come he
told Mr Smith the story of hid life
and how for more than forty years
he had been chasing rainbow gold

it
Told Secret on Death Bed

He was one of the crew of the ill
fated gunboat that carried the Span-
ish gold from New Orleans He told
of the burying of the money after
the boat became disabled and of the
crew being carried to Peru He said
he had spent his life trying to get
back to St Marks the gold
was buried Before he died he gave
Mr Smith a chart by which the spot
could be located then he died and
was buried at St Marks-

It was In the last year of war
that old Bell died T e troubled per-
iod of reconstruction followed and It
was some time before Smith could
take up the quest which the old sail-
or had bequeathed to him Event-
ually however he set out In a small
Mil Boat to search for the hurled
treasure The chart which Bell hell
left him described three trees
whfeh grew in a eertarn spot on the
shore Into one of them a spike Had
been driven whereby the captain
might locate his treasure when be-
came again

Smith made a careful inspection
of the coast and believed that he
had located the exact spot where the
treasure had been buried Smith
found what he believed to be the
three trees mentioned In the chart
but the iron spike was nowhere to
be seen On one of taeai however
was a peculiar knot

He cut into this and found an
iron spike driven into the tree over
which the knot had grown

U

Found the Hiding Place
Following instructions In the chart

he measured off a certain distance
and here began to dig for the gold
He had left the with tho boat

a safe distance to avoid sharing
the secret with them He was equip-
ped with only a hoe and a spade and
besides was an old man and encoun-
tered much difficulty In the work He
decided to return home and get bet
ter equipped and assistance believ-
ing firmly that the treasure was

and Mr at different
time sought to locate this

of St Marks The more re
cent s archen have met with a
formidable obstacle in the shape
of a quicksand which is forming
juat where it is believed that the
treasure is buried It has been
necessary to wall up the excavation
with lumber aad keep a pump go
lag to keep out the water white
they worked

Of late years because of this In

Continued from Second Page

The father of John A Drake was F
3C Drake Urns governor of Iowa
and railroad president John Aa-
J ttlSB racing experiences followed
Me being ordered abroad for rest In

SI Next season horses in his
Improvised racing stable won flftjr
two races more than horses own-
ed bv any other foreigner had won
in a single season down to that time
He to said to have won MO tft In five
week a big story for all
practical purpose If the figures were
of half the magnitude

There never was quite M much
money thrown away every day as now
because there never was any such
wealth before All the same the

1 without any really picturesque
spendthrift of worldwide fame The
man with an Income Qf 3508 who
spends SQ W9 Is a genuine spendthrift-
the man who spends ten times as much
or half a million out of an Income of
tTMM Is no spendthrift at all The
present best known close approach to
the spendthrift of other days Is Count
foal de Castetlaae whose career as a
toner burner seems to have been
nosed summarily by his wifes astlon
for divorce

Harry Thaw who kilted Stanford
White has his own record as a money
spender too but h was never
make way with Ms capital for his m-

eome was restricted and so he would
hardly come under the spendthrift
cbuMtfiratkm aa above

Poexlbly the most picturesque spend-

thrift reported in the United States
within the last decade or so was a taU
handsome Russian whose name no
seemed to know for sure but which
was variously printed as Ldiman and
Tedlman He is said to have located

IJano

creasing difficulty the wart has
been abandoned But there be many
in that part of Florida who be-

lieve implicitly in the existence of
that glittering hoard and who
dream dreams onlghU of how they
may rescue from the quicksand and
take unto themselves and their
heirs and assigns forever the five
millions of good red sold of the
coinage of about 1820 which they
firmly believe is hidden within a
few miles of the ruins of old San
Marco de Apalachea

The Men Who Really Give the Bookies a Jolt

ported began to build a palace of
vast extent and fabulous splendor
but died of too much beer when the
structure was onefifth completed

Nobody ever really knew who he
was but there were dark hints of
royal birth and of exile but no affida-
vits have been brought forward to
prove that the chap ever really ex-

isted
Among authenticated American

spendthrifts John W Steele Coal
XI Johnny is the most famous HIs
half forgotten history was brought to
the front again last January when he
was reported to be dying At that
time as often had been the case in
previous years many stories of his
exploits as apochryphal 84 the entire
story of Ledlman or Tedtman may
have been were told

These stories account for the
of a million or more in a few

months own statement Is
that he spent rather more than 0t000
30000 of which was cash while a

somewhat larger figure was debt His
period of riotous living covered seven
months in MO the source of the
money he burned was an oil farm near
Franklin Pa left to him by his fos
ter mother a Mrs McClintock who
was burned to death by the explosion
of a can of kerosene and his petition
in bankruptcy was filed in February
Me um of his debts being 32739

He appears to have been a rather
cheap skate at the best but he

surely did cut a dash in Philadelphia
where curiously rvu b he went to
spend his mortar There is a story
that leased a hotel for a day and
kept house that he bought a
carriage and altar riding in it half a
mile presented it to the driver but he
denies both and as told the storms

He did become the
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sur-

vived were finaly landed
in Peru and made their way

to their homes as beet they could
Full forty years later there land

ed at St Marks a sailor named Bell
old he was and poor feeble and nigh
unto death To him there came as
a good Samaritan one Smith who
took him into his home and cared
kindly for the old man For months
ho lingered growing weaker and
weaker fighting bravely against the
inevitable But exposure and want
had done their work and Anally he

penni-

less

¬

¬

bur-
ied there and intending to return and
dg for it

But he had no money He had
been a man of substance in his day
but the closing of the war and the
freeing of the slaves had left him
poor He had not the means to

on the search just then But he
fully expected to take it up again
some day Living in use hope that
he would yet find that gold and be-
lieving firmly that it was burled near
the tree with the spike Iii it Smith
also died

car-
ry

=

A year or two after the death
of Smith there drifted into port
at St Masks a bit of human wreck-
age a sailor named Ballou He
was an old man and of very se
cretive habits He fitted out a
boat bought picks axes spades
and supplies and disappeared At
Intervals he would return for sup-

plies When his funds were ex-

hausted be taught school during the
wintfcr hoarding his earnings like
a wiser and spending them for
Eum He for his tripe in the sum

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

more Finally exhausted from labor
and the hardships he had endured
Ballou became ill and died at the
military hospital at St Marks

One of the Old Crew
From his It was learned

that he was a survivor of the
crew of the Spanish gunboat that
sailed from New Orleans wfth the
five millions from Spain A fac-

simile chart of the one Bell had
was found among his papers

Since that day many have

W

papers

j

sought

Of

son of Daniel Ladd Swamp
ngel Bill Denham Castillo Bryant

Kennedy fitted out a boat tend

in search of the They
ill got drunk one of the party
hough t he had located the money
ut they got Into a fight over
rolmble division and had to go

to St Marks for repairs and
iould never again find the place

Several other men well known
n that part of the country among

the late Colonel Slueseer and
Jr George Lamb Mr Roister

a

gold

the>

>

about twenty years ago at
back Texas town There he wast

ted H20e a month for a year or two
not a difficult thing In a metropolis or
capital but almost impossible

Among other ways of getting rid of
his cash this chap Is ssJd to have
adopted the plan of smoking only one
cigarette in each box opened throw-
ing the remainder away of paying a
dollar for each box and taking no
chancre of giving cattle and provisions
to anybody who would take them of
presenting pianos to school children in
doses lots etc One report how
he built the finest saloon Texas ewer
knew named it a gave
away ttw receive ft aloe it is re

tore

he

ten

a-

way

taps Oats
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lack verisimilitude
angel of a minstrel troupe however
and traveled with them for a while
but he didnt take them about the
country In a special train As a spend-
thrift today Oil Johnny would
count for little enough H wouldnt
be in it with the owner
of the alleged mysterious gold mine
who made a recordbreaking railroad
trip across the continent a year or
two ego but Coal Oil Johnny will
be a household word for many years
to come while half the people you
meet have already forgotten all about
Scotty
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